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A special $1,000,000 revolving fund has been set aside by the Government as a source 
of credit for Indians who live on reserves. During the year ended Mar. 31, 1961, 135 
loans totalling $177,029 were approved. Most of these loans were for agricultural purposes, 
including the purchase of machinery and cattle. 

Welfare.—A public assistance program is provided by the Indian Affairs Branch 
for Indians who are unable, for various reasons, to maintain themselves and their families. 
In the field of rehabilitation, handicapped Indians are helped, through training and 
selected placement, to the fullest utilization of their abilities. Care of neglected children 
rests for the most part with the Branch but, increasingly, the co-operation and assistance 
of provincial accredited child-caring agencies are being employed. Housing is another 
important item of Indian welfare services—more than 10,000 houses were built and 
thousands of others repaired during the past decade. 

7.—Housing on Indian Reserves, by Region, Tear Ended Mar. 31, 1961 
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Every effort is made to reach agreement with provincial governments which will 
make possible the application of normal provincial welfare services and benefits on reserves. 
Several bands in Ontario now participate in the Ontario General Welfare Assistance 
Act. Throughout Canada, Indians are paid family allowances, old age security, old age 
assistance, blind persons' allowances and disabled persons' allowances, and in the Provinces 
of Ontario and Quebec mothers' allowances are available to needy Indian mothers. 

Community Development.—Community development on Indian reserves is pro­
gressing at an ever-increasing rate. Leadership training courses are conducted under 
Indian Affairs Branch auspices to help Indians identify and understand community 
problems and become familiar with accepted methods of community organization. Indian 
women are encouraged to form homemakers' clubs patterned after rural women's institutes 
and the Branch assists the clubs through counselling and material aid. Indian band 
councils are encouraged to exercise to the fullest extent the powers and duties granted 
them under the Indian Act. 


